
Villa Real bridge works - video transcript 

[At the top left a Durham County Council logo followed by the text ‘Villa Real bridge‘ is 

displayed. Both are visible throughout the video.] 

 

[Video clip of a roadside verge with a bench on it located near a roadside place marker sign 

for Leadgate. In the background there is a tree lined hedge and in the foreground a branch is 

moving in the breeze. Text on screen reads ‘Villa Real Bridge’.] 

[Video clip of the bridge and land around it. Text on screen reads ‘ Leadgate’] 

[Text on screen] Dave Wafer, Durham County Council.] 

[A head and shoulders video of Dave standing on land near the bridge. He is wearing a high 

visibility vest over his white collared shirt and dark coloured tie.] 

 

[Dave Wafer] 

What they have now in Leadgate is a bridge over a former railway line. The bridge was built 

around 1890 to come across what was then a mineral railway line and later a passenger 

railway line. 

[Image of a passenger train going under the bridge. It shows the rail tracks and the back of 

the train, a yellow carriage with a rounded roof, as it passes under the bridge.] 

It stopped functioning as a railway back in the 1980’s when the tracks were taken up. The 

path was then converted to a cycle path the Sustrans C2C route.  

[Video clip showing the surface of the cycle track, a tarmac like surface, with people on 

bicycles using it.] 

 

So, what we’re left with is a bridge, which is a very utilitarian bridge, very sort of stark in 

nature which is in need of significant repairs. So rather than repair the bridge, we’re actually 

looking to take it out in its entirety, together with the embankments. 

[Video clip showing the view of the roadway on top of the bridge and the flaking grey paint 

on the metalwork bridge sides. This is followed by a view from below which shows part of 

the bridge; two, stone pillar supports and the ironwork between the supports. A metal fence 

is erected on the roadway beneath the bridge which narrows it to a cycle track width.] 

 

So the bridge is now where it’s no longer needed, it becomes, it forms a bit of bottle neck, 

there’s a seven and a half tonne weight limit on it, traffic can only go in one direction at 

times, traffic lights controlling the traffic flow.  



[Image of view on top of the bridge showing one side and all the flaking paintwork and rust 

on the metalwork.] 

 

So what we’re looking to do now is actually take the entire bridge out, take all the 

embankments out, realign the road along the lines of the former railway, so it’ll be the most 

direct route possible for the traffic going to and from Leadgate and also it’ll be more direct 

for pedestrians going through as well. 

[Video clip distant view of bridge showing the bushes and land around the embankment.] 

 

We’re actually taking the project in three stages. Like any bridge, bridges just don’t carry 

people and traffic, they also carry utilities as well. So there’s quite a few utilities on the 

bridge, so we’ve got gas, electric and British telecom. So the first thing is we’re diverting 

those off the bridge and they’ll come along the line of the new road. We’ll then take the 

bridge and the embankments out, whilst hoping to maintain pedestrian traffic going 

through the site as much as possible. Then as I said, we’ll take the embankments out; we’ll 

build the new road, which will form a link from one end to another. 

[Video clip showing the overgrown embankment with Rosebay willowherb flowers and 

shrubs growing on it. This is followed by an image of the road surface with the road sign for 

Leadgate and some houses in the distance.] 

 

Obviously, during this process we’re trying to make sure that we minimise disruption to 

residents and to local businesses. We are diverting some local bus routes to try and make 

sure that people can still access the village centre, the GP surgery and the like and that’ll be 

happening quite soon. Beyond that point we do make sure that people can get to school 

and get to their local appointment and things, so we’ll make sure pedestrians can get 

through.  

Traffic will be diverted around existing bypass so again there shouldn’t be too much of a 

problem for local motorists. 

 

[As Dave speaks the following are shown: 

Image of the road through Leadgate with houses each side.  

Video clip aerial view of the cycle path with a cyclist using it and showing the surrounding 

area which includes an industrial unit and houses in the distance. 

Video clip of the surface of the cycle track, a tarmac type surface, and showing the part 

wheels of cyclists riding past.] 

Obviously maintaining and enhancing the existing C2C route is an important part of this 

project. So, we’ll be diverting while the works is ongoing but after that point we make sure 



that the new cycle path is made up to a good standard and actually has a good road crossing 

to go across the new road layout. 

 

[As Dave speaks the following video clips are shown: 

The bridge and surrounding unkempt land. 

A view of the bridge metalwork with flaking paint and an area that has rusted significantly. 

A view of the top of the bridge roadway where the surface has worn, and the rusty side 

barrier.] 

In total the project is costing £2.4m, that’s including diverting all the utilities, doing all the 

engineering works and all the landscaping that goes afterwards.  

But it’s an important part of the local community that what we have now is a barrier. It’s an 

eyesore and actually removing this whole, will not only will remove our future maintenance 

liabilities, will hopefully enhance the area to encourage economic growth in Leadgate. 

 

[Text on screen reads Produced by Durham County Council [logo] Altogether better.] 


