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Introduction

Councillor Elizabeth Scott

Portfolio Holder Statement
The local elections in May 2021 brought in some major changes to the leadership of Durham
County Council, a change that has given me the opportunity to get more involved in the work of
the AAPs through my role as the Cabinet portfolio holder for Economy and Partnerships.
As our communities emerge from the massive changes the Covid pandemic imposed on us
all, the AAPs have been playing a key role in helping local people and organisations react to
what for many is a new environment. Many of the hundreds of projects supported by the AAPs
Area Budget this year have focused on supporting people’s well-being and numerous initiatives
providing youth work or older people’s activities have been helped with funding, along with those
that provide life-saving help to people living with mental health issues.
This year the AAPs and local councillors have received some significant additional funding, linked
to the Council’s ‘Towns and Villages Programme’. This investment of nearly £4 million is helping
local communities improve their environment and revitalise areas that may have become rundown.

West Cornforth Community Centre

As I have been a County Councillor for several years, I was already aware of the work being done
by the AAPs to support local members in allocating their Neighbourhood Budgets. Over the past
12 months Councillors from all over County Durham have allocated over £840,000 that has in turn
benefitted over 400 different community based projects.
Moving into 2022/23 we will be taking the opportunity to review the council’s approach to
community engagement and this will include looking at how our area based services run. We
are seeking external support to undertake the review and will be looking at best practise and
the opportunities that exist to improve our services. We will want to involve staff, Board members,
residents, businesses and the community and voluntary sector in discussions over the coming
months.
Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who is involved in AAPs. The staff, fellow
councillors, partner organisations and members of the public. The AAPs would not be what they
are without your involvement and support!
Councillor Elizabeth Scott,
Cabinet portfolio holder for Economy and Partnerships.

Full Carers Cafe

4 Together Partnership 2021/22 Key Information

FUNDING

COMMUNICATION

£335,744

50,000+

in AAP funding allocated to 29 projects

£239,632
match funding generated

COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT

11

reach with the local community through social media

countywide consultations supported

800+
local Forum members receiving updates on the work
of the AAP

£44,649
of Councillors’ Neighbourhood Budget
allocated to 18 projects, securing
£79,229 in match funding

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

13
19

community groups and organisations supported with an AAP grant

Holiday Activities with Healthy Food initiatives supported

4 Together Area Action Partnership

Our People

Established in 2009, 4 Together Partnership brings together local people and partners to take action on local
issues. Our Partnership covers the four main settlements of Ferryhill, Chilton, West Cornforth and Bishop
Middleham.

Anyone who lives, works, studies or volunteers in the area
can get involved with the Area Action Partnership. We
currently have 850+ people who are part of our wider
Forum who receive regular updates and are invited to get
involved in the work of the AAP.

Over the past 12 months the AAP’s priority has been on Community Recovery, with over £244,000 being
allocated to community organisations to enable them to support residents and groups recover from the
affects of the COVID 19 Pandemic.
Additionally, the Partnership has supported with County Councillor Neighbourhood Budget spend;
implemented towns and villages regeneration planning; supported with implementing Fun and Food projects
across the area; been involved with local and countywide consultations; and responded to emerging issues.

Welcome from the Chair
Councillor Julie Cairns
Another fantastic year for the 4 Together Partnership. I have really enjoyed working
with my fellow board members, the AAP team and all the great local community
organisations and individuals, in our area. The Partnership is constantly evolving
and responding to local needs, but it remains committed to action and delivering
outcomes for our people.
Some of my personal highlights from this year include:
l

Allocating £244,902 Community Recovery Funding to projects which support local communities
recover from the COVID 19 Pandemic. Funding was used for a range of projects including supporting
with welfare reform, building a new play area and providing new facilities.

l

Establishing a new AAP towns and villages working group to support with local regeneration.

l

Working alongside AAP staff and fellow County Councillors of Neighbourhood Budget projects. Over
£44,000 has been allocated and you can find out more about these brilliant projects on page 6/7.

It’s been great to work with everyone across the partnership over the past twelve months, including
board and forum members, AAP staff and local residents who support the AAP with local events and
community consultations. I look forward to the year ahead, as we continue to build on our achievements
to date.

Our Board is the decision-making body of the AAP. It
is made up of local people, elected councillors and
representatives from partner organisations. Our current
Board members are:
Cllr Peter Atkinson
Cllr Curtis Bihari
Cllr Julie Cairns - Chair
Cllr Pauline Crathorne (Town & Parish Council Rep)
Cllr Joe Makepeace (Town & Parish Council Rep)
Cllr Elaine Peeke
Cllr Joe Quinn
Carole Atkinson (public representative)
Chris Cairns (public representative)
Liam Fellows (public representative)
Susan Kirby (public representative)
Oliver Peeke (public representative)
Dennis Ramsey (public representative) – Vice Chair
Andrew Shaw (public representative)
Mark Booth (health representative)
Nigel Jones (voluntary & community sector representative)
Justin Parry (Fire Service)
Mary Readman (Durham County Council)
Inspector Mike Sammut (Police)
Angela Smurthwaite (housing representative)
David Stothard (business representative) – Vice Chair
A special note must go to former County Councillor Brian
Avery who sadly passed away in October 2021. Brian
had been an AAP Board member since the Partnership’s
inception in 2009 and was a much valued and highly
regarded local Councillor for many years.

2021/22 Funding Allocation
Area Budget (total allocation £244,902)
£25,000: Healthy Communities (Cornforth Partnership)
£55,000: Benefiting Futures (Ferryhill LADDER Centre)
£55,044.49: Community Links (Cornforth Partnership)
£15,000: Community Programme (Enter CIC)*
£8,352.74: Disabled Toilet Install & Refurb (Endeavour
Woodcrafts)*
£7,509: Support with Staffing Costs (Endeavour
Woodcrafts)*
£10,000: Ferryhill Debt Advice Centre (Durham Christian
Partnership)*

Holiday Activities with Healthy Food
Funding

Neighbourhood Budget

Funding to help ensure that as many children & young
people as possible have access to food, alongside
enriching activities, in particular considering those
children and young people who would normally receive
a Free School Meal during Term Time.

£13,107: Kirk Merrington Car Park Repairs (DCC
Highways)

£3,400: Easter Fun (Cornforth Partnership)
£1,305: Easter Eggcercise (Ferryhill LADDER Centre)
£849: Ready Steady Lets Cook Together (Dean Bank
Early Years Centre)

£5,000: Remembrance Project (Enter CIC)

£4,000: LADDER Centre Fencing Project (Ferryhill
LADDER Centre)
£9,880: King George V Playing Field Security Fencing
(Ferryhill Town Council)
£2,871: Ferryhill CCTV Camera Upgrade (DCC Care
Connect)
£3,792: Heating Project (Endeavour Woodcrafts)*

£4,746: Beatrix Potter Garden Experience (Enter CIC)

£500 New Strips (Ferryhill Miners Utd FC)

£15,401.40: Welcome to the Centre (West Cornforth
Community Centre)*

£4,740: Easter Holiday Enrichment Programme
(Groundwork North East)

£900 Carers’ Support Café (Endeavour Woodcrafts)

£30,129.88: The Park Regeneration (Bishop Middleham
Parish Council)*

£1,000: Fun with Food (Ferryhill LADDER Centre)

*project not signed off at time of printing

£1,000: May Fun (Cornforth Partnership)
£1,000: Half Term Fun with Food (Enter CIC)
£6,960: Energy Kids (Cornforth Partnership)
£4,257: Summer Holidays (Ferryhill LADDER Centre)

£200 Christmas Party (Kirk Merrington Community
Centre)
£200 Durham Pride Event Costs (Durham Pride)
£450 Bishop Middleham Agricultural Show
£300 Cornforth Village Show
£450 Christmas Party (West Cornforth Community
Centre)

£4,779: Summer Spectacular (Dean Bank Early Years
Centre)

£500 Christmas Party (Bishop Middleham Village Hall)

£14,085: Children’s Dining Experience (Enter CIC)

£201 Bereavement and Loss Meetings

£2,470: Activities with Atom (Atom Education CIC)

£300 Support with Running Costs (Age Concern Chilton)

£500: Spooking and Cooking (Ferryhill LADDER Centre)

£999 Pantomime Trip Transport Costs (Chilton Academy
Friends Group)

£635: Halloween Fun (Atom Education CIC)
£38,772: Elves & the Shoemaker Magical Christmas
(Enter CIC)
£2,851: Christmas Cracker (Ferryhill LADDER Centre)
£6,292: Fit and Fun Christmas Holiday Camps (Premier
Foundation)
£1,059: Christmas Eve Packages (Dean Bank Early
Years Centre)

£999 Library Activities (West Cornforth Library)

*project not signed off at time of printing
Neighbourhood Budget is an allocation of £19,400 to each
County Councillor, to spend on community-led projects. The
process is supported by the AAP team.
The projects listed above have been supported by County
Councillors Peter Atkinson, Brian Avery, Julie Cairns, Elaine Peeke
and Joe Quinn
Further information on Councillor-funded projects is available on
the Durham County Council website www.durham.gov.uk

The Difference We Have Made

The Ladder Centre

Dean Bank Early Years

ATOMS Education CIC

Benefiting Futures

Christmas Eve Packages

Activities with ATOMS

The Ladder Centre has secured 4 Together
Partnership Area Budget Funding to expand and
enhance their employability and benefit support
project. The project aims to support residents
across the AAP area to maximise their income;
navigate the benefits system and offer support
to some of the most vulnerable people in our
communities, during COVID recovery and the
cost of living crisis. A large focus of the project
is to increase the amount of accessible support
available in the 4 Together Partnership area, by
creating weekly drop-in sessions at community
facilities and implementing outreach work and
home visits.

Through funding from Fun and Food Funding Dean
Bank Early Years were able to work in partnership
with Dean Bank Primary School and Ferryhill
Children’s Centre to provide young people with a
Christmas Eve Box and Christmas Hamper.

With the support of Fun and Food Funding ATOMS
Education were able to deliver Educational
Workshops in Mainsforth and Chilton. The
workshops consisted of a chef led healthy
family cooking activity and then an afternoon of
activities including art, music, science and stories.
Recognising that some families may still not feel
comfortable being involved in face-to-face activity,
as COVID restrictions had only recently been
lift, ATOMS Education also provided educational
activity and food packs for families.

The project began in April 2022 and has already
supported over 150 individuals from across the 4
Together Partnership. The demand for this project
is expected to amplify due to increases in the cost
of living.

The Christmas Eve Box contained a variety of craft
activities, Christmas books, a believe bell and
small Christmas treats, and the Christmas Hamper
contained wholesome and nutritional foods which
families could prepare and eat together. The
packs also included activity cards which provided
ideas for fun and physical activities, to encourage
families to get out and about during the Christmas
holidays, and included information on other local
activities going on during the Christmas break.
The project was a great success and received very
positive feedback. In total the project engaged
147 young people, which was far higher than
anticipated.

The project was extremely successful. The
sessions were fully booked, with young people
attending both sessions in both areas as they
enjoyed the first one so much. The activity packs
were also very popular with all 40 activity packs
delivered to eligible young people across the AAP
area.

The Difference We Have Made
Enter CIC

The Children’s Chocolate
Factory Healthy Dining
Experience
The project, which ran for two weeks during Summer
2021, engaged young people and their families in
an immersive theatrical performance and dining
experience inspired by Roald Dahl’s Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory.
Young people were allocated themed dining areas
and presented with different healthy foods as
they watched a performance of Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory. The characters in the story faced
the dilemma of turning the Chocolate Factory into
a healthy eating diner. To solve the problem young
people were enlisted to sing along, dance/move
and complete creative physical challenges (build
machines, balance objects, traverse obstacles,
redirect piping, problem solve, etc) to bring about
the resolution to the healthy eating dilemma.
This extremely unique and original project was very
popular and received very positive feedback from
young people and their families. 179 young people
took part in the project, with 84 being individuals
who are eligible for free school meals.

Contact Details
4 Together Partnership
3-5 Haig Terrace
Dean Bank
Ferryhill
Co. Durham DL17 8NR
Tel: 03000 267210 / 07818 510369
Email: fouraap@durham.gov.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/4togetherpartnershipaap

