
 

 

3 Towns Partnership Board Meeting 
6pm on Thursday 11 July 2019 at Crook Civic Centre 

 
 
PRESENT:  
 Partner Organisations  
 Sgt. Ellis Hutchinson, Durham Constabulary  

Jill Matthewson, Durham Dales, Easington and Sedgefield Clinical Commissioning Group 
 Ian Moore, Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue Service  
 Ian Porter, Believe 
   
 Public Representatives  
 Peter Chisholm  
 Allan Coleman  
 Mary Hall  
 Fiona Nicol  
 Robbie Rodiss  
 Eddie Tomlinson, Vice Chair   
 Dorothy Winter  
 
 Elected Members  
 Councillor Margaret Elgie, Greater Willington Town Council (Co-opted seat)  
 Councillor Olwyn Gunn, Durham County Council  
 Councillor Richard Manchester, Durham County Council, Chair  
 Councillor Anne Reed, Durham County Council  
 Councillor Fraser Tinsley, Durham County Council  
 
 
Officer Attendance:  Sandy Denney 

Nicola Woodgate
Helen Pinkney

  AAP Coordinator  
     Community Development Project Officer  
      Support Officer   
 
 
Presenters:  John Hewitt

Andrea Petty
Gill Parkes
Stephen Bhowmick

   Corporate Director Resources, Durham County Council  
     Strategic Manager – Partnerships, Durham County Council  
     Principal Archivist, Durham County Council  
   Environment and Design Manager, Durham County Council   
 
 
Public Attendance: 5 members of the public attended the meeting  
 
 
Apologies:  Councillor Patricia Jopling; Councillor Andrea Patterson; Councillor Paul Stokes 

Gordon Elliott; Graham Tomaszko; Helen Ward 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A1. Durham History Centre Consultation – Drop in Session  
Gill Parkes and Stephen Bhowmick attended the Board to offer attendees the opportunity to engage 
with the Durham History Centre Consultation.  
 
 
A2. Welcome and Introductions  
Introductions and apologies were made as a above. RM welcomed JM as the new DDES CCG 
representative. 
 
 
A3. Agreement of Minutes from the previous meeting held 17 May 2019  
The Minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record.  
 
 
A4. Countywide Partner Presentations  
A Vision for County Durham – County Durham Vision 2035  
John Hewitt, Corporate Director Resources for Durham County Council gave a presentation on A 
Vision for County Durham.  
 
The Board were given an opportunity to ask any questions and were asked for their views on the 
presentation and urged to complete the feedback recording sheet.  
 
MH commented that overall it is a good document and said there is a lot to be pleased about. She 
added that she did not like the wording “support and accept”, she suggested this be amended to 
reflect valuing diversity to ensure the connotations were positive.  
 
AR commented on transport and agreed there needed to be good access but said the issue was the 
reduced budgets which make it a massive issue.  
JH said that funding was an interesting issue, he said that the Government offers opportunities to 
bid for funding, he said we really need to understand what is needed and why and ensure we get 
this information from the bottom up. He agreed that resourcing is a challenge but said we would be 
looking at how to be creative.  
 
RR raised concerns about the potential rise in cars coming into the City and the environmental issues 
surrounding this.  
JH said that they were looking at transport hubs to limit cars.  
RR commented that two bypass roads would cost a lot of money.  
JH said there were government schemes available and due to the impact on job opportunities they 
were in discussions on ways by which they could be funded.  
RR said he felt it would be better to invest in 24hr transport schemes rather than roads.  
JH said there were wider discussions happening on the wider traffic infrastructure.  
 
OG said that having Children and Young people as part of the Vision was vital, most of the areas has 
it as a priority and it is important to engage and listen. She said that this AAP area has always 
engaged with children and young people through the Youth Forum and said they were trying to do 
this across the County.  
 



 

 

ET asked whether they thought County Durham was in a less favourable position of funding than 
other areas.  
JH said Council’s without Mayors could be at a disadvantage because of the funding rules and 
automatic awards to Mayoral authorities - and that this applied to Durham and South of Tyne 
following the creation of the North of Tyne Mayor. However, the Government is impressed with 
what Durham is doing as a County and there is some really good news in terms of things like the 
private partnership work and regeneration etc.  
 
FT said it was an excellent strategy and commented it is about the make-up of the partnership 
whereby these organisations are facilitating others in response to changes in funding etc. In terms of 
the partnership there is a key challenge to change it and the ways things have been done previously.  
JH said this was a good point and we need to get to the point of looking outside to individual 
organisations at outcomes and how this can be achieved. Things may need to change, be flexible and 
able to respond to change.  
 
JM queried cuts in relation to Public Health Funding  
JH said that as yet the big cuts haven’t happened but that the Fair Funding Formula could see £19m 
from a £50m budget lost, he added that they had been lobbying against this and would continue to 
do so.  
 
RM thanked JH for his presentation.  
 
Northern Heartlands  
The Board were informed that the presentation would now come to a future Board meeting due to 
unforeseen circumstances.  
 
A5. Local Neighbourhood Issues  
Neighbourhood Budget Applications and Neighbourhood Budget Report  
NW directed attendees to the Neighbourhood Budget report and informed them that one 
application had been circulated electronically since the last meeting.  
 
NW informed the Board that there were two projects for comment and approval:  
 

1. Armoury Fields Fencing, Greater Willington Town Council 
Councillors Olwyn Gunn and Fraser Tinsley

 
  

NB £1,800; Match Funding £450; Total Project Cost £2,250 
The Board were informed that Cllr FT had a declaration of interest on the project and as such 
it was for comment and approval.  
Comments:  
No comments were made, the Board approved the project.  
 

2. Stanley Crook Village Hall Paving, Stanley Crook Village Hall Association  
Councillor Richard Manchester  
NB £1,485; Match Funding £0; Total Project Cost £ 1,485 
The Board were informed that Cllr RM had a declaration of interest on the project and as 
such it was for comment and approval.  
Comments:  
Good from a safety aspect. No other comments were made, the Board approved the project.  



 

 

 
Locality Policing Update – Sgt Ellis Hutchinson  
EH update the Board on the following:  

• The speed watch vehicle has been delivered to fleet and is awaiting final works  
• Park Walk and Talk has centred on Tow Law – ASB has decreased and there have been no 

calls for weeks. This has now moved to the crossroads at Willington and it is hoped ASB will 
be decreased  

• The latest Young Hero Award was given to Dylan Hoar  
• PCSO recruitment has been undertaken – it is expected that 4 PCSOs will be lost in the area 

due to them gaining regular police jobs. He said they would be bidding to replace them from 
the countywide pot of 20 recruits  

• PACT priorities of ASB at Millennium Green will be readdressed / refreshed at the next PACT 
and Glenholme Park is being addressed but it looks like more of a tolerance issue  

• The 25th Bikewise event will be held 21 July 2019 – it is open to the public and all are 
welcome  

• Upcoming PACT meetings  
o Howden le Wear – 17 July at Howden le Wear Primary School  
o Crook and Willington – 20 July at Greater Willington Town Council  

 
ET queried whether any members of the public were recruited as part of the regular police 
recruitment  
EH said that PCSOs were not favoured by said they do gain valuable experience as part of their roles 
which helps, he said that some members of the public had been recruited.  
 
ET asked whether they had volunteers to staff the speedwatch van  
EH said yes, he said that two had been through their driving training and another was planned. He 
said that in the early staged they would go out with the PCSOs and he wanted to see the van get 
daily use and iron any issues out.  
 
OG said she wanted to commend the Young Heroes initiative and said that she hopes it continues as 
it’s a way to celebrate the really good things. She said it would be great to continue and asked for 
more publicity on it.  
ACTION EH to explore further publicity 
SD said that the Youth Forum were working with Crook Neighbourhood Police team on the end of 
year celebration with some underspend available from the previous Youth Awards. She also 
informed the Board that Dylan, the latest Young Hero Award winner, was a Youth Forum member.  
 
FT said he had picked up an issue around children in year 11 letting off steam, some drinking issues 
and low level ASB. He asked whether it was something that could be considered ready for this time 
next year, look to get into schools and get the message across to young people as it is bringing young 
people into ASB who wouldn’t normally  
ACTION AAP Team to take to the next Community Safety Task and Finish Group  
 
DW thanked the police and fire service for their support at recent events  
 
A6. Priorities and Action Plans  
Action Plan Update – Holiday Activity Grants  



 

 

SD updated on Holiday Activity Grants and thanked NW for her work. She said that a lot of 
organisations, activities and trips had been funded with almost all providing food / refreshments as 
part of their project.  
 
SD went through the Area Budget allocation to date.  
 
Task and Finish Group Updates  
Older People – Mary Hall  
MH have an update on the work of the task group and the Older Persons Social Isolation Fund which 
is open for applications until 19 July 2019.  
ET commented that they way in which it had been tackled with the background information had 
been great and had consolidated the work.  
 
Community Safety – Ian Moore  
IM gave an update on the work of the task group. He said it had been tricky looking at areas in which 
to focus as the biggest issue seems to be around perceptions of feeling safe. He informed the Board 
of the work in Parkside to date.  
 
Children, Young People and Families – Fiona Nicol  
FN gave an update on the work of the task group.  
OG commented that all the work is really good and said that the work on holiday activities with food 
is hugely important.  
The group discussed some of the things happening locally.  
 
 
A7. Countywide Partner Issues  
JM inform the group that they are currently seeking views on a potential merger and urged people 
to get involved ACTION JM to send the link to AAP team to circulate  
 
JM informed the Board that they were also doing work on ordering prescription with letters going to 
patients in August to start in September.  
 
A8. Date and time of next meeting  
 

6pm on Thursday 12 September 2019 at Crook Civic Centre  
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