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Introduction
Councillor Elizabeth Scott

Portfolio Holder Statement
The local elections in May 2021 brought in some major changes to the leadership of Durham
County Council, a change that has given me the opportunity to get more involved in the work of
the AAPs through my role as the Cabinet portfolio holder for Economy and Partnerships.
As our communities emerge from the massive changes the Covid pandemic imposed on us
all, the AAPs have been playing a key role in helping local people and organisations react to
what for many is a new environment. Many of the hundreds of projects supported by the AAPs
Area Budget this year have focused on supporting people’s well-being and numerous initiatives
providing youth work or older people’s activities have been helped with funding, along with those
that provide life-saving help to people living with mental health issues.
This year the AAPs and local councillors have received some significant additional funding, linked
to the Council’s ‘Towns and Villages Programme’. This investment of nearly £4 million is helping
local communities improve their environment and revitalise areas that may have become rundown.

Five Acres - Cooking Up a Future project cooking workstations

As I have been a County Councillor for several years, I was already aware of the work being done
by the AAPs to support local members in allocating their Neighbourhood Budgets. Over the past
12 months Councillors from all over County Durham have allocated over £840,000 that has in turn
benefitted over 400 different community based projects.
Moving into 2022/23 we will be taking the opportunity to review the council’s approach to
community engagement and this will include looking at how our area based services run. We
are seeking external support to undertake the review and will be looking at best practise and
the opportunities that exist to improve our services. We will want to involve staff, Board members,
residents, businesses and the community and voluntary sector in discussions over the coming
months.
Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who is involved in AAPs. The staff, fellow
councillors, partner organisations and members of the public. The AAPs would not be what they
are without your involvement and support!
Councillor Elizabeth Scott,
Cabinet portfolio holder for Economy and Partnerships.

MAD choir singers

Great Aycliffe & Middridge Partnership 2021/22 Key Information

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

1,100+
local Forum members, regularly receiving updates on the work
of the AAP

17,000+
FUNDING

engagements with the community through social media

£305,053

11

AAP funding allocated to 23 projects

countywide consultations supported

£195,396
of match funding generated

£49,239
of Councillor Neighbourhood Budget
allocated to 5 local projects, with £10,422
in match funding

£560,110
total investment, including match,
for all programmes (Area Budget,
Neighbourhood Budget, Towns & Villages)

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

26

community groups and organisations supported with
an AAP grant this year

13

Holiday Activities with Healthy Food initiatives
supported

Great Aycliffe and Middridge Partnership
Established in 2009, Great Aycliffe & Middridge Partnership brings together local people and partners to
take action on local issues. Areas covered include the whole of Great Aycliffe, Middridge and the villages of
Woodham, Aycliffe Village and School Aycliffe.
Over the last year, the key focus has been on an overarching ‘Community Recovery’ priority. Over £250k has
been allocated to local organisations to help tackle local issues.

Welcome from the Chair

Our People
Anyone who lives, works, studies or volunteers in the area
can get involved with the Area Action Partnership. We
currently have 1,300+ people who are part of our wider
Forum who receive regular updates and are invited to get
involved in the work of the AAP.
Our Board is the decision-making body of the AAP. It
is made up of local people, elected councillors and
representatives from partner organisations. Our current
Board members are:

Inspector Sarah Honeyman (Statutory Partner - Police)

Cllr Eddy Adam

I have been privileged to have been the Chair of the Great Aycliffe & Middridge
Partnership (GAMP) AAP for a two-year term, having taken up the Chair role in May
2020. This has been the most challenging two years of our lifetime, with the global
pandemic of Covid-19. Fortunately the Great Aycliffe and Middridge area has always
had a strong community spirit and partners with strong links, and a determination to work hard to ensure
those living and working in the area feel supported and safe. The challenges of the past two years have
been unprecedented. Nevertheless we have continued to work together, funding and delivering many
community projects. In the year April 2021 – April 2022, we had the largest total Area Budget funding
allocation to date (£244,902), which included an additional one-off £100k allocation specifically for COVID
restoration. Throughout this year, we have supported 20 projects under the overarching ‘Community
Recovery’ priority. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as Chair and would like to thank the GAMP team of
Brian, Victoria and Paula, along with our Councillors and Partners for all of their efforts and support.

Cllr Neville Jones

I would also like to wish our new Chair, Councillor Jim Atkinson, all the best for the forthcoming year.

Peter Shovlin (public representative)

Cllr James Atkinson – Vice Chair
Cllr Alan Jordan (Parish Council Representative)
Cllr Ken Robson
Cllr Tony Stubbs
Cllr David Sutton-Lloyd
Sean Barnett (public representative)
Sue Cooke (public representative) – Vice Chair
Julie Dudley (public representative)
Simon Hocking (public representative)
Chris Hutchinson (public representative)
Carl Robinson (public representative)
Natalie Whitworth (public representative)
Daniel Blagdon (health representative)
Andy Coulthard (housing representative)
Carol Gaskarth (voluntary & community sector
representative)
Inspector Sarah Honeyman (Police) – Chair
Peter Gallone (business representative)
Oliver Sherratt (Durham County Council)
Malcolm Woodward (Fire Service)

2021/22 Funding Allocation
Covid Recovery Area Budget (total allocation
£244,902)
£5,815: Cooking Up a Future (Five Acres Community
Garden CIC) – funding to purchase portable kitchen
workstations for use at the Five Acres respite day centre for
adults with learning difficulties, helping users to learn new
skills and gain independence.
£20,000: Newton News Community Advert (Aycliffe Radio) –
funding for a dedicated full page every week in the Newton
News, available to community groups, charities, clubs and
services that benefit Newton Aycliffe and the surrounding
area.
£18,978: Junction 7 On Tour (Junction 7) – funding to
increase storage facilities, thus enabling receipt of more
donations, as well as support with minibus running costs.
The project will also support the development of “Junction 7
On Tour” community lounges, operating a weekly foodbank
and food rescue service.
£11,024: Upskill & Duke of Edinburgh (Acle Scout Group) –
funding to support Bronze, Silver & Gold Duke of Edinburgh
activities, e.g. expedition costs, water-based skills, and
climbing wall award qualifications.
£7,950: Making a Difference to Mental Health & Wellbeing
(MAD Choir) – this project will work on the ethos of building
awareness and support of mental health and wellbeing
through singing. Funding will be used to support weekly
mental health & wellbeing sessions, and the project will
culminate with 4 public performances in the community.
£9,298: Community Poverty, Health & Wellbeing Support
(Lifeline Community Action) – funding for provision of
household and baby care packages for households in
need. The project will also include community-based
interactive and group activities such as knit & natter, craft
sessions, painting and drawing, exercise and social dance.
£5,160: COVID Recovery Food Provision & Support (Rotary
Newton Aycliffe) – funding to support individuals, couples
and families who are experiencing material difficulties due
to covid-19, which may be impacting mental and physical
health and relationships, with provision of food and other
necessities.

£14,505: Floating Support (The Cornforth Partnership) –
funding for a ‘floating support service’ in the GAMP area
to support residents to rebuild and refocus following on
from the pandemic, offering a holistic package of support:
building financial resilience, registering for affordable
housing, low level mental health support and mentoring,
and a program of social activity and support including the
creation of support groups and peer mentoring in the local
community.
£5,000: Crime & Safety Awareness Days (Prison Me No
Way) – delivery of Crime & Safety Awareness Days at
Greenfield Community College and Woodham Academy,
with the core aim of raising awareness among young
people about the causes, consequences and penalties of
crime. High impact multi-agency workshops are provided,
e.g. choices & consequences, county lines, drug & alcohol
awareness, knife crime, etc.
£25,000: Upskilling, Employability & Discretionary Fund
(Bishop Auckland College) – providing opportunities for
unemployed GAMP clients to access one-off support
grants. There are 3 funding strands: Employability
(responding to specific training needs for unemployed
clients), Discretionary (removing barriers preventing clients
from accessing training), and Upskilling (supporting clients
in lower skilled occupations to progress or change direction
in line with labour market demands).
£6,930: Social Inclusion Project (School Aycliffe Community
Centre) – funding will be split over four new start-up
projects: a monthly ‘pop up café’, badminton equipment,
IT classes, and a portable PA system and a projector with
screen. The overall aim is to encourage more users to the
community centre.
£17,662: Office Development (Veterans Woodcraft CIC)
– funding to support the furnishment of the Veterans Hub
offices and consultation spaces. The Veterans Woodcraft
hub is supporting other organisations as well as the
development of several other new Social Enterprises,
bringing greater opportunity for employment and business
development to Newton Aycliffe, and this project will see
the Hub in a much stronger position to help the local
communities fight the battle against the increasing mental
health issues and worsening social isolation people face
today.

£14,384: A Hub at the Heart of the Community (Livin
Housing) – funding to improve the community lounges
at Simpasture Court and Gilpin Court in Newton Aycliffe,
helping to break the barriers of social isolation that Covid
has brought to these communities. The lounges will be
improved from an accessible perspective to make them
dementia-friendly, and both lounges will be improved
digitally ensuring they are WIFI enabled.
£7,175: Winter Training & Pitch Hire Costs 2022 (Newton
Aycliffe Youth Football Club) – funding to support pitch hire
& winter training costs, ensuring that children who have
had many months of isolation from their friends and family
can re-join their football family and get back to playing the
sport they love, football. Funding will allow the club to keep
subscriptions low and affordable for low-income families
across Newton Aycliffe and the surrounding area.
£11,294: Connecting People (North East Dance CIC) –
funding will support a free dance fitness programme in
the GAMP area for people aged 50+, helping to increase
socialisation and connection, reducing loneliness and
social isolation.
£23,660: Reunite & Reconnect (Groundwork North East) –
this project aims to address social isolation and low activity
in older people in Newton Aycliffe by providing a range of
social activities, both outdoor and indoor. Support will also
be provided through welfare checks, telephone calls and
activity parcels/food hampers.
£7,212: Social Activities for Wellbeing (ROC Solid) –
ROC Solid provide accommodation and support to
disadvantaged young people aged 16-25, and also
vulnerable women who are at risk of sexual exploitation,
domestic violence victims, and mums and babies. This
project aims to increase social interaction through provision
of fun activities, day trips out and time for support staff
to engage with residents in a way that will boost their
wellbeing and help prevent isolation.
£5,674: Getting Outside (Acle Scout Group) – funding to
help the scout group get back to taking all sections out on
trips where they will learn, have fun and learn lifelong skills
to help them become good citizens. Funding will support a
whole-group trip to an outward-bound centre to take part in
outdoor activities and team building. Younger sections will
also visit Beamish open-air museum.

2021/22 Funding Allocation
£24,800: The Art of Wellbeing (Veterans Woodcraft
CIC) – funding will be used to develop “Art of Wellbeing”
therapeutic workshops, which will include: painting,
drawing, creative writing, performing arts, puppetry (making
& performing), glass art, pottery, wood turning, scroll saw
work, casting ancient artefacts (Viking bling) and metal
work. The workshops will support improved mental health
and wellbeing alongside reduced social isolation with improved social networks.
£5,574: Return to Scouting (1st Newton Aycliffe Scout
Group) – funding to support a range of running costs for
this voluntary Newton Aycliffe scout group, for example
administration systems, capitation fees, Insurance, Storage
costs, first aid training, website fees, rent costs and
equipment/materials.

Towns & Villages Area Budget Funding (total
allocation £210,000)

£22,800: Gardeners Guild* (Gardeners Guild) – funding will
be used to set up a Gardeners Guild for residents of the
GAMP area. This will include a shop and community space.
Container type buildings will be erected to house the goods
on sale providing a selling area.
It will be situated at Clarence Chare Allotment Site on the
area where the old Guild was some years ago. Once in use,
the Gardeners Guild will be able to help people with advice
on their gardens if required and to involve people, including
disabled, to ease social isolation.
(*project not signed off at time of printing)

Holiday Activities with Healthy Food Funding
Funding to help ensure that as many children & young
people as possible have access to food, alongside
enriching activities, in particular considering those children
and young people who would normally receive a Free
School Meal during Term Time.

£12,750: Burnhill Way Footway Lighting (DCC Highways)
– funding to instal 15 lights on the footway on Burnhill Way
in Newton Aycliffe, providing residents with a lit footway
that accesses large neighbourhoods including Woodham
and Cobblers, play areas, community venues, the golf
club, a doctor’s surgery, and nearby bus stops. This will
encourage residents to walk in the safety of a lit footway
thus contributing to general health and wellbeing by
encouraging walking in the darker hours. By having a lit
footway, it also reduces the fear of crime and improves the
safety of residents.

Holiday periods covered: Easter 2021 / May 2021 / Summer
2021 / October 2021 / Christmas 2021 / February 2022

£23,750: Installation of Disabled Toilet Facilities (School
Aycliffe Community Centre) – funding to install a fully
inclusive disabled access toilet facility; the Centre currently
doesn’t have adequate disabled peoples toilet facilities. The
refurb will also include baby changing facilities.

£900: Let’s Get Moving (Newton Aycliffe Play Café)

£25,000: Replacement of Existing Changing Rooms
(Newton Aycliffe Cricket Club) – Newton Aycliffe Cricket
Club are in desperate need of new changing rooms, in
order to attract new players of all ages, sex and ability,
and would like to replace the existing changing rooms
with modular changing rooms in a more accessible part of
the ground. The new changing rooms will be constructed
to current England Cricket Board standards and will
incorporate all necessary facilities to meet the needs of
everybody regardless of sex or ability.

Neighbourhood Budget
£8,348: Hartley Road Verge Hardening (DCC Highways)
£3,450: Provision of Salt Bins (DCC Highways)
£1,920: Provision of Salt Bins-School Aycliffe (DCC
Highways)
£1,336: Crowley Place Street Lighting (DCC Highways)
£34,184: Rapid Deployment CCTV Cameras (Newton
Aycliffe Police)

Towns & Villages Neighbourhood Budget
£26,250: Burnhill Way Footway Lighting (DCC Highways)
£9,806: Christopher Walk Lighting (DCC Highways)

£500: Western Estate Easter Holiday Activities with Healthy
Food (Junction 7)
£3,580: GAMP Easter Holidays Programme (Groundwork
North East)
£1,317: May Holiday Enrichment Programme (Groundwork
North East)
£2,307: Games on the Grass (Junction 7)
£960: Health & Fun Holiday Club (Woodham Burn Primary
School)
£960: Health & Fun Holiday Club (Vane Road Primary
School)
£2,155: October Fun & Food (Groundwork North East)
£1,395: Christmas Fun & Food Festivities (Junction 7)
£3,050: February Fun & Food Activities (Groundwork North
East)
£913: Gardening Themed Holiday Health Club (Vane Road
Primary School)
£833: Gardening Themed Holiday Health Club (Woodham
Burn Primary School)

CCTV camera launch

Neighbourhood Budget is an allocation of £19,400 to each
County Councillor, to spend on community-led projects. For
2021-22 County Councillors were also allocated an additional
£10k to their Neighbourhood Budget to support Towns &
Villages schemes. The process is supported by the AAP
team.
The projects listed above have been supported by County
Councillors Eddy Adam, James Atkinson, Neville Jones, Ken
Robson, Michael Stead, David Sutton-Lloyd, Tony Stubbs
Further information on Councillor-funded projects is available
on the Durham County Council website
www.durham.gov.uk

The Difference We Have Made

Prison Me! No-Way!

Lifeline Community Action

Crime and Safety Awareness
Days

Community Poverty, Health & Wellbeing Support

Prison Me! No Way! were successful in applying for and
securing a grant through the GAMP Area Budget Callout,
which enabled them to successfully deliver their Crime
and Safety Awareness Days in Greenfield and Woodham
Secondary Schools in Newton Aycliffe.
Originally set up by prison officers, Prison! Me! No-Way!
is a national charity which aims to raise awareness of
the causes and consequences of becoming involved in
antisocial or criminal behaviour.
The Crime and Safety Awareness Day were delivered
by qualified and experienced professionals through
a number of hard-hitting, factual and engaging
presentations, workshops, dramas and role-playing
activities, which encouraged the pupils taking part to
make positive decisions and to stay safe.

Lifeline Community Action secured two grants
through the GAMP Covid-19 Emergency Response
fund, to help them provide much-needed essentials
and support packages to families across Newton
Aycliffe.
This latest project builds upon those previously
funded projects, continuing to provide support to
those individuals and families in need by providing
household and baby care packages, each one
tailored to the needs of the household. The project
will also provide Covid cleaning packs to those that
are in need.
The funding supports the employment of a package
supervisor. The role allows the organisation to
support more people, recruit more volunteers and
provide stability for the organisation structure,
enabling them to react quickly to the needs of the
local community.

The team work hard trying to tackle mental health
issues, loneliness and isolation by supporting these
groups of people and providing free services
they can access which support their health and
wellbeing. The project currently runs local interactive
and group activities such as Knit and Natter, craft
sessions, exercise and social dance.
Service users can be referred from organisations
such as DCC Community Hub, Home Group,
Families First, local Schools, Livin Housing etc.

The Difference We Have Made

Bishop Auckland College

Upskilling, Employability Skills &
Discretionary Fund
The project builds upon the previously successful GAMP
Employability/Upskilling/Discretionary Project(s), providing
opportunities for unemployed clients along with an upskilling
element for employed clients (aged 16+) residing in the
GAMP area, to receive and access one-off funds to attend
specific ‘non-mainstream funded’ training, capped at £1,000.
The project is split across different funding strands to
maximise support to potential clients.
‘Employability Skills Fund’ – Responding to specific training
needs for unemployed clients. Training can be specialist,
linked to employment opportunities, enabling clients to meet
legislative requirements for specific sectors. This element
helps to support clients move closer to/into employment.
‘Discretionary Fund’ - Removing barriers preventing clients
from accessing training/work i.e. equipment/transport costs/
DBS checks etc.
‘Upskilling/Diversification Fund’ – Supporting clients employed
in lower skilled/low paid/part-time occupations, providing the
opportunity to progress to the next level/change direction/
work in dual roles in line with labour market demands/sector
gaps, potentially moving off benefits.

Acle Scout Group

Upskill and Duke of Edinburgh
As Acle Scouts returned post-Covid, the group
had spent a considerable amount of time not
taking part in activities, including those for the
Duke of Edinburgh award. Older sections of
the group would ordinarily organise their own
fundraisers to help cover the cost of activities,
however throughout the Covid pandemic &
lockdowns this was not possible.
In order to help achieve the same or similar
outcomes to previous groups, Acle Scouts were
successfully awarded funding to support the
young people to gain their awards. Activities
taking place include climbing wall sessions,
water-based activities, rock climbing and
mountain Leader training.

Acle Scout group is based in Aycliffe Village, but
the specialised activities have been attended out
of the area.
To date the group have hit their target, with 15
young people completing training. Ongoing
training is still due to take place later in the
project, with activities such as the opportunity
to learn to sail or windsurf, rock climbing, and
3 leaders are due to complete their Mountain
Leader Assessment training.

Contact Details
Great Aycliffe & Middridge Area Action Partnership
Pioneering Care Centre
Cobblers Hall
Newton Aycliffe
Co Durham
DL5 4SF
Tel: 01325 327441 / 07818 510362
Email: gampaap@durham.gov.uk
www.durham.gov.uk/gampaap

