East Durham Rural Corridor Area Action Partnership Minutes of the
Board Meeting
Thursday 21 January 2021
(Virtual Meeting - held via Microsoft Teams)
Present:

Malcolm Gray (Chair), Cllr Stuart Dunn, Angela Stobbart,
Jen Straughan-Hawley, Chris Varty, Cllr Peter Brookes
(Alternate), Tony Cutmore, Peter Maddison, Cllr Maura
McKeon, Neighbourhood Insp Sarah Honeyman, Maureen
Dixon-Berne (for Michelle Atkinson)

Officer Attendance:

Jane Bellis – AAP Co-ordinator
Lyndsey Hunter – Community Development Project Officer
Marie Ainscough – AAP Support Officer

Presenters:

Gary Ridley- Assistant Chief Officer for the force and Chief
Finance Officer for the PCVC’s Office
Sharon Caddell – Interim Chief Executive and Monitoring
Officer for the PCVC’s Office for Durham

Forum Members:

6 forum members attended the meeting

Apologies:

Cllr Lucy Hovvels, Jo Farrell, Allan Blakemore, Mel Carr, Cllr
John Robinson, Clair White, Steve White, Cllr David Brown

Introductions and Apologies
Malcolm Gray welcomed everyone to the virtual board meeting of the East Durham
Rural Corridor AAP and apologies were noted for those who were unable to attend
the meeting.
Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 November 2020 & Matters Arising
The minutes of the meeting held on 23 November 2020 were agreed as a true and
accurate record.
Cllr John Robinson requested a report on how much had been allocated for each
county ward in the AAP area. This information will be brought to next board meeting
in March which will be the year end meeting.
Declarations of Interest/ Meeting Etiquette/ New Ways of Working
Everyone was reminded of the meeting etiquette.

Countywide Partner Issues
Custody Briefing
Sharon Caddell and Gary Ridley delivered a joint presentation in relation to the new
centralised custody facility. Plans have been submitted by Durham Constabulary to
build a new 48-cell custody and investigations suite.
The force submitted a planning application with Durham County Council on 9
December 2020 requesting permission to build the two-storey centre opposite
Stanley Black & Decker on the commercial business quarter of DurhamGate.
Last year, Government inspectors highlighted the poor physical conditions in some
custody suites operated by the force and recommended improvements to bring them
up to standard.
The proposed new centre will provide a safe and modern building which is urgently
needed to replace the four ageing custody suites currently in use at Bishop
Auckland, Darlington, Peterlee and Durham City.
Because several detainees can be booked in at once, the new centre will reduce the
average time that arresting officers spend waiting in custody while prisoners are
processed and therefore allow the officers to get back out on the streets quicker.
The proposal will have no impact on the number of police stations across the force
area: every town which currently has a station will still have one once work is
complete.
Alongside modern cells, the £21m custody and investigations centre would include
interview rooms, CSI facilities, evidence stores and a virtual court to allow officer and
prisoners to save time at court by appearing by video link, as well as other facilities
such as medical surgeries and forensic examination rooms.
It will incorporate a number of key safety features to protect police officers and
detainees along with the health workers and legal professionals who would work
there.
Durham County Council is expected to make a decision on the planning application
in the coming months. If approved, the new centre is due to be completed by 2023.
Comments/questions raised in relation to the presentation included –
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Is it not financially advisable to purchase the leasehold ground?
What has been the response from the public on the new suite at Durhamgate?
Has there been any issues or complaints from the residents who live nearby?
Has there been an assessment done on the increase of traffic?
What are the police going to do around climate change?
The local parish councils have not been involved in the consultation and the
custody suite is massively impacting on Croxdale and Hett. It is imperative that
someone gets in touch with Croxdale and Hett Parish Council.

❖
❖
❖

❖
❖

The documents supplied do not show a cost for the upgrading of the custody
suites and don’t set out how long Durham Police have, to upgrade the
deficiencies.
How much of the works are essential and how much are desirable?
What assessment has been made about the extra time/delays for officers
getting to custody suites? They are going to be considerably delayed by traffic
jams at peak times. Officers returning from arrests to their beat areas are going
to be potentially blue light journeys. There will be impacts across the
surrounding areas.
Q&A 7 states … does this mean Durham Police Station would be ideal for
student housing and very likely to be vulnerable to closure?
Should planning permission go ahead and land be purchased, can you
reassure us that procurement will have a social element to it?

Gary offered the opportunity to facilitate a visit to any one of the custody sites to
show the work that has been done in terms of trying to make the existing sites
compliant. Action: the potential for a visit to look around the custody sites will be
arranged outside of this meeting by the AAP team.
The Chair thanked Gary and Sharon for their detailed presentation.
Priority Updates (from Task Group and Projects)
Area Budget (including Welfare Reform, Youth Fund and OPSIF) COVID
Recovery
It may not be necessary to hold a meeting on 25 February as all area budget money
for this financial year has been spent. It may be that a meeting is arranged to
discuss plans looking forward into next year.
Durham County Council will be undertaking the following planning consultations
between 15th January 2021 – 26th February 2021 1.
2.
3.

Minerals and Waste Development Plan Document
Parking and Accessibility Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)
Article 4 Direction

Action: Marie Ainscough to circulate the document (that had been screen shared)
to board members who were encouraged to take part in the consultations.
Local Neighbourhood Issues
Police Update
Neighbourhood Inspector Sarah Honeyman provided an update on local policing
issues –
❖
❖

There was no update from the Peterlee team.
The Premier store in Sedgefield was broken into twice in a week between
Christmas and the New Year and this was linked to a burglary in Bowburn. A
suspect for this has been charged.

❖

❖

There were approximately 100 youths in Sedgefield one night about 3-4 weeks
ago. The Police Control Room had put out on social media that an Emergency
Dispersal Order had been put in place; but this was not true. It was sorted
within 20 minutes and the ringleaders were taken home. There has been no
further issues.
Trimdon survey (Paul Howell) – it has now closed and there has been a decent
response. An analyst will be working on the responses in relation to confidence
in the area. Sarah to feedback at the next board meeting.

Sarah also reported on a local neighbourhood issue relating to off-road quad bikes in
the area. The Op Endurance Team (the bike squad) who work between Cleveland
and Durham and have worked on this in Aycliffe and will look to do a similar thing in
East Durham. It is a problem throughout the county. Sarah agreed to send some
posters to the AAP about Op Endurance and what they do which can go out on
social media. The police teams will continue to work together as best they can but
asked the local community for their patience and help.
Cllr Peter Brookes highlighted that there had been numerous accidents on the
watchbank in Trimdon Village and raised the possibility of a campaign to get a speed
limit of 40 mph between Trimdon Village and Trimdon Grange. He said that there
had been a recent accident involving a tractor and trailer, however; a forum member
advised that the tractor had been driving at 25 mph and had a tyre blow out.
Sarah Honeyman said she had spoken to the gentleman that Cllr Peter Brookes had
put her in touch with, and she had explained to him that speed limits are the
responsibility of Durham County Council. A police department do link in with the
county council but don’t lead on them.
Cllr Peter Brookes said he was happy to speak to officers at Durham County Council
and the parish council about this.
Angela Stobbart commented in the chat function that she had to leave the meeting.
The Believe Housing Small Grant (up to £500) is still open to support communities.
Further information can be found on the Believe Housing website and should anyone
have any queries, could they please contact Angela.
Neighbourhood Budget Approvals
The following Neighbourhood Budget project had been shared with the Board Name of Scheme: Trimdon Foodbank - Storage and IT (located in Trimdon Village
Hall)
Councillor(s): Brookes
Interest Declared: Yes – Cllr Brookes is the Co-ordinator of the Trimdon Foodbank
Amount: £853.25
The Board was happy to approve the project and the interest as declared.
Date and time of next board meeting

Tuesday 16 March 2021, 9.30 am via Teams
Everyone was thanked for their attendance.

