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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 In accordance with Regulation 15(1)(b) of The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 
2012, this Statement has been prepared to accompany the Submission Draft of the Middridge 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan (hereinafter also referred to as the ‘NP’, ‘Neighbourhood Plan’ or 
‘Plan’).  

1.2 15(2)  of the Regulations sets out that a Consultation Statement must –  

1) Contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 
neighbourhood development plan;  

2) Explain how they were consulted; 
3) Summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted;  
4) Describe how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, 

addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 

1.3 In order to meet these requirements, this Statement is set out as follows –  

• Background to the Neighbourhood Plan; 
• Preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan, with chronological account of the key stages of 

public consultation from commencement up to the Pre-Submission stage, including who 
was consulted, what measures and methods were used, the outcomes of consultation and 
how they were addressed in the development and drafting of the NP; 

• Conclusion and appendices. 

2.0 BACKGROUND TO THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

2.1 Prior to embarking on a Neighbourhood Plan, Middridge Parish Council has had a long history 
working with and for the local community to maintain the character of the village and wider 
Parish and to protect and enhance its valued attributes.    

2.2 Against this background, the Parish Council took a prompt interest in the potential benefits of 
a Neighbourhood Plan, recognising that, with appropriate and locally tailored policies, it could 
help to protect these essential qualities. 

2013 Pre - Neighbourhood Area designation questionnaire 

2.3 Keen to get the ball rolling, the Parish Council undertook some preliminary community 
engagement as early as August 2013. This is mentioned here in the interests of chronological 
accuracy as it pre-dated the application and designation of the Parish as a Neighbourhood Area 
(dealt with overleaf).  

2.4 Whilst the engagement took the form of a paper survey1 described as a ‘Neighbourhood Plan 
Questionnaire’, it mainly sought to gather broad brush information about the characteristics of 
the local population and their attitudes to local issues. In the event, most of the matters covered 

 
1 This was delivered by hand to all properties in the Parish’s area 
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were not within the remit of a neighbourhood plan to tackle and are consequently not relevant 
to report in this Statement.  

2.5 However, the survey did seek respondents attitudes to the prospect of further housing 
development in the Parish. This revealed that a resounding majority (over 91%) did not support 
it. This was reinforced in many of the comments which were made, with respondents valuing 
the essential ‘village’ character of Middridge and its separateness from neighbouring 
settlements. This provided a very clear early signpost to the eventual focus and subject matter 
of the Neighbourhood Plan.   

2.6 A copy of this early community survey questionnaire is included in Appendix 1 at the end of this 
Statement. 

2014 Designation of Middridge Parish as a Neighbourhood Area 

2.7 Following this early community engagement exercise, the Parish Council applied for 
Neighbourhood Area status on 9th May 2014. The boundary followed the Parish boundary, such 
that the proposed area encompassed the whole of Middridge Parish. The application was 
published for the statutory six week period via Durham County Council’s website. A public 
notice was displayed on village noticeboards and in an edition of the locally circulating 
‘Middridge Mercury’ which was delivered to all properties in the Parish on 15th May 2014. 
Representations were also invited from Durham County Council Ward Members and adjoining 
local Parish/Town Councils.    

2.8 After the conclusion of the publicity period, no objections had been received and the 
Neighbourhood Area was duly designated on 4th July 2014. A map showing the boundaries of 
the Neighbourhood Area is included on page 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan.  

2.9 Prior to this stage, a Neighbourhood Plan Working Group had already been established to 
spearhead and manage the tasks of preparing the Neighbourhood Plan. It comprised a mix of 
Parish Council representatives and interested local residents.  

3.0 PREPARATION OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

2016 Parish Housing Questionnaire 

3.1 By way of a context as to the direction of travel of the Neighbourhood Plan, it is relevant to note 
that, soon after the designation of the Neighbourhood Area, the Parish became the focus for 
large scale housing proposals. This affected an area of open countryside on the eastern side of 
the Parish adjacent to a historical housing allocation (known as Eldon Whins) which itself also 
became the subject of a planning application for large scale housing in 2016. Further details are 
in paragraph 1.16 of the Neighbourhood Plan.    

3.2 In the light of these applications, the NP Working Group initiated a second community 
consultation exercise in April 2016 to concentrate specifically on the subject of housing 
development. This consisted of a short questionnaire which was hand delivered to all properties 
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in the Parish’s area. Its purpose was ostensibly to inform the Neighbourhood Plan, but it also 
provided an effective way to gather local opinion to help the Parish Council respond to the (then) 
contemporaneous planning application.  

3.3 The questionnaire sought feedback on the following –  

1) The degree of support (or otherwise) for the proposed Eldon Whins development subject of 
the contemporaneous planning application; 

2) The degree of support (or otherwise) for the proposed development of land adjacent to 
Eldon Whins subject of the 2014 planning application (which had at this time only just been 
withdrawn); 

3) The degree of support (or otherwise) for further limited housing development elsewhere in 
the Parish (with an opportunity to suggest possible locations); 

4) The degree of support (or otherwise) for different housing types if new housing 
development does take place. 

 The questionnaire also provided the opportunity to leave free text comments. 

3.4 Analysis of responses was undertaken following the conclusion of the consultation exercise. The 
headline results of this were as follows –  

• A total of 96 completed questionnaires were received; 
• Over 90% of respondents were not supportive of housing development at Eldon Whins or 

on the land adjacent to it; 
• Similarly, over 90% were not in favour of limited housing development elsewhere in the 

Parish; 
• If housing development were nevertheless to take place, responses to the various house 

types listed were as follows –  
 

o 96% of respondents were not in favour of 3+ storey town houses 
o 82% of respondents were not in favour of affordable social housing 
o 64% of respondents were in favour of bungalows or elderly persons housing 
o 54% of respondents were in favour of low density housing 

In terms of comments, these shone an important light on the reasons for respondents views, 
with an overriding message that people wanted to keep the village identity of Middridge intact 
and ensure it maintained its separation from Newton Aycliffe and Shildon. 

3.5 Copies of both the housing questionnaire and a full summary of the responses to it are provided 
at the end of this Statement at Appendix 2a and 2b respectively.  

2018 Topic-Focussed Questionnaire 

3.6 By 2017, the NP Working Group had reached the conclusion that it would benefit from the 
provision of expert help to ensure that further work on the Plan would be on the right tracks. 
Grant funding was sought and  professional help was secured.  
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3.7 The feedback received from the community thus far had provided a strong core message as 
outlined in paragraphs 2.5 and 3.4 above. However, there remained some important gaps in 
terms of community opinion, where further local input would help to create a broader 
foundation and scope for the Neighbourhood Plan.  

3.8 Consequently, a new and more comprehensive topic-focussed questionnaire was prepared in 
2017. Its purpose was to gather more relevant and targeted feedback to inform the 
development of the Plan, as well as further details on the key messages which had already 
emerged. Development of the questionnaire also took place in consultation with Durham 
County Council to ensure that they were actively involved and on board with the scope and 
nature of it.  

3.9 In late 2017 and early 2018, competing issues and priorities for the Parish Council led to a hiatus 
in Neighbourhood Plan progress, but things were ready to proceed again in the Spring of 2018 
when the topic-focussed questionnaire survey was rolled out. The following bullet points 
summarise the key features of this exercise -  

• The engagement and consultation took place over the period from 26th March to 9th April 
2018 

• It centred around an 8 page topic-focussed questionnaire, consisting of a total of 18 
questions, split into the following sections –  
 

• Housing 
• Design of new development 
• Village economy 
• Local Green Spaces 
• Protection of valued assets 
• Further comments 
• Demographic Details 

• A copy of the questionnaire was delivered to every address in the Parish. It had been 
previously decided that this should be a purely paper exercise, so there was no online 
version and questionnaires were completed by hand. Reasons for this were as follows –  

o No one in the NP Working Group had experience of setting up and using an online 
questionnaire system such as survey monkey 

o It was recognised that a number of Parish residents lacked internet access and so 
it was logistically more straightforward to base the whole survey process on paper 
returns 

o There was some concern about the potential for mis-use of an online system in 
terms of the authenticity of responses 

o Members of the NP Working Group were available and willing to assist with the 
hand delivery and subsequent collection of questionnaires 
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• Completed questionnaires could be returned by posting them into a drop-in box at the 
village hall, or by posting/handing them directly to the Parish Clerk. Members of the NP 
Working Group also visited each property in the Parish to collect completed 
questionnaire, including where necessary making return visits to maximise the number of 
completed responses 

• The consultation exercise was promoted in advance by delivering an explanatory letter to 
each property in the week prior to commencement of the consultation. This provided 
information about the impending questionnaire survey and the process for responding 

3.10 A full copy of the 2018 questionnaire is provided in Appendix 3a at the end of this Statement. 

Outcomes from 2018 Topic-Focussed Questionnaire  

3.11 Following the consultation exercise, a total of 145 completed questionnaires had been 
collected, representing a creditable 58% response rate2.   

3.12 Responses to questions were then collated. Those that could be quantified were entered into a 
spreadsheet to enable statistical outputs, whilst free text comments were manually recorded.  

3.13 Following this exercise, a document entitled ‘Community Engagement Results’ was prepared by 
the Working Group. This brought together the raw statistical data from the ‘tick-box’ survey 
questions with the associated comments that were received. The document also included some 
brief discussion sections which provided a useful preliminary interpretation of the survey 
findings on a question by question basis. A summary of this document is provided at Appendix 
3b.  

3.14 There was then a further filtering out of non-NP matters, along with a drawing together and 
prioritisation of the NP-relevant responses and comments. This enabled the Working Group to 
boil the survey findings down to three core messages –  

a) That the essential village nature and character of Middridge should be maintained and its 
physical separation from Newton Aycliffe and Shildon (ie – by dint of open countryside) be 
safeguarded. 

b) That to help achieve this, existing built development should be protected from further 
outward housing growth. 

c) That the existing valued green spaces and built assets of the village should be protected for 
the contribution they make to its character and to community wellbeing. 

3.15 The veracity of these messages were clearly evidenced in the frequency they were raised and 
the fact that they were repeated across the subject matter covered in the questionnaire. In 
turn, they provided the foundation to develop an overarching vision and objectives for the NP. 
As messages a) and b) were clearly linked, these lent themselves to a single objective, whilst a 
separate objective was arrived at for message c). The resulting draft vision and two objectives 

 
2 Based on the number of residents on the 2018 electoral register 
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were as follows –  

 VISION: To safeguard the existing rural character of the Parish of Middridge and its open 
Countryside, keeping its separation from neighbouring Towns and Villages, whilst also 
protecting and enhancing the open spaces and valued features which are part of its character 
and appeal. 

 OBJECTIVE 1 (RURAL SETTING):  To safeguard the rural setting of Middridge Village and protect 
the open Countryside separating it from neighbouring Settlements. 

 OBJECTIVE 2 (VILLAGE ENVIRONMENT): To protect and enhance the local green spaces and 
valued features of Middridge for the contributions they make to its character and appeal. 

3.16 These were then shared with Parish residents in order to check that they correctly encapsulated 
and expressed the community’s views. This was by means of a notice delivered to every 
household in the Parish, a copy of which is included at Appendix 4. No adverse comments were 
received and so the Vision and Objectives were carried forward to form the building blocks of 
the NP and its resulting policies3.  

3.17 As the Plan was drafted, two substantive ‘topic’ chapters emerged, one dealing with objective 
1 and one dealing with objective 2 above. The resulting relationship between chapters, 
objectives and policies is set out in a table on p.24 of the Plan, a copy of which is provided below 
for reference. This also provides the up to date wording for the objectives as mentioned in 
footnote 3 below.  

 CHAPTER TOPIC OBJECTIVE 
POLICY/POLICIES TO ACHIEVE 

THE OBJECTIVE 

4 

The Valued 
Rural Setting of 
Middridge 
Village 

‘To safeguard the valued rural setting of 
Middridge village and maintain its 
separateness from neighbouring 
settlements’. 

Policy MNP1:  
Protected Rural Setting (p.29) 

5 

The Valued 
Attributes of 
Middridge 
Village 

‘To protect and enhance the valued open 
spaces and built assets which contribute to 
the village’s character and wellbeing of the 
community’. 

Policy MNP2: 
Local Green Spaces (p.39) 
Policy MNP3: 
Valued Village Assets (p.41) 

 

3.18 The approach to both chapters and their policies was developed in close liaison with the County 
Council in order to ensure it was supported and in conformity with strategic local policy. The 
Basic Conditions Statement, prepared alongside this Consultation Statement, sets out how the 
NP fulfils this, and each of the other Basic Conditions.  

 
3 Note that minor wording changes subsequently took place to the draft Vision and Topic Objectives in order to ensure that they 
were reflective of the final content and nomenclature used in the Pre-Submission NP 
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4.0 PRE-SUBMISSION (REGULATION 14) CONSULTATION 

4.1 The Pre-Submission NP was completed in late 2023. However, to avoid clashing with the 
Christmas/New Year period, the statutory (Regulation 14) consultation exercise was delayed 
until 2024, when it took place over a 6 week period from Monday 5th February  to Sunday 17th 
March 2024.  

4.2 The consultation was publicised via a summary leaflet, hand delivered to all addresses in the 
Parish in the week prior to commencement of the consultation. The leaflet included a link to 
view the Pre-Submission Plan on a dedicated Neighbourhood Plan webpage on the Parish 
Council’s website (see screenshot below), as well as information on how to view paper copies 
of the Plan for those without internet access.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Screenshot showing the Parish Council’s webpage which included a full copy of the summary leaflet and a link to view 
the Plan4 

4.3 The leaflet also contained –  

• A summary of the main provisions of the Plan (ie - its Vision and Policies) 

• An explanation of the background to the Plan 

• Information about the consultation itself, including how to respond and what would happen 
after the consultation is complete 

• Notice of a consultation event, planned as part of the Pre-Submission consultation, which 
would take place in the Village Hall between 10am and 2pm on Saturday 24th February  2024 
(it was later recorded that a total of 8 people attended this)   

 
4 Note that Durham County Council’s Neighbourhood Planning webpage also included a link to view the Neighbourhood Plan 
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4.4 A full copy of the summary leaflet is provided at Appendix 5 of this Statement.  

4.5 In addition, publicity also took place with a copy of the summary leaflet in the 31/01/2024 
edition of ‘Newton News’, a local community newspaper which is circulated weekly to all homes 
and businesses in the area. It also has a dedicated website and a copy of the publicity can still 
be viewed online at the time of writing at - https://www.newtonnews.co.uk/middridge-parish-
neighbourhood-plan/ 

4.6 A list of the statutory consultees notified about the Pre-Submission NP5 is included in Appendix 
6. 

Outcomes from Pre-Submission (Regulation 14) consultation  

4.7 At the close of the consultation, a total of 8 submissions had been received. Appendix 7 contains 
a table setting out details of these submissions, the Qualifying Body’s responses to them and 
how (where relevant) they resulted to changes to the NP6.  

5.0 CONCLUSION 

5.1 In light of the evidence provided in this Statement, it is concluded that the process and 
techniques involved in community engagement were thorough and robust and the resulting 
outcomes have been properly considered and reflected both in the development and final 
content of the Middridge Parish Neighbourhood Plan. 

5.2 Accordingly, it is the conclusion of this Statement that the requirements of the relevant 
Regulations have been fully met.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 In accordance with sub-section b) of Regulation 14, being ‘any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 
whose interests the qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan’  
6 The NP changes are shown as yellow highlighted text in the Appendix 7 table   

https://www.newtonnews.co.uk/middridge-parish-neighbourhood-plan/
https://www.newtonnews.co.uk/middridge-parish-neighbourhood-plan/
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APPENDICES 
The following Table provides a summary of the Appendices which follow: 
 

APPENDIX PAGE DESCRIPTION 

1 10 2013 Pre – Neighbourhood Area Designation Questionnaire  

2a 11 2016 Parish Housing Questionnaire 

2b 12 2016 Parish Housing Questionnaire Results (NB – spreads over 2 pages) 

3a 14 2018 Topic-Focused Questionnaire (NB – spreads over 2 pages) 

3b 16 Summary of 2018 Topic-Focused Questionnaire Results  
(NB – spreads over 6 pages) 

4 22 Draft Vision and Objectives Notice 

5 23 Publicity leaflet for Pre-Submission NP (NB – spreads over 2 pages) 

6 25 List of statutory consultees notified at Regulation 14 stage 

7 26 Summary of submissions to Regulation 14 consultation & Qualifying Body’s 
response to them (including consequential changes to the NP) 
(NB – spreads over 3 pages) 
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APPENDIX 1: 2013 PRE - NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA DESIGNATION 
QUESTIONNAIRE (CONDENSED INTO 1 PAGE FOR BREVITY) 
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APPENDIX 2a: 2016 PARISH HOUSING QUESTIONNAIRE 
(CONDENSED INTO 1 PAGE FOR BREVITY) 
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APPENDIX 2b: 2016 PARISH HOUSING QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 
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APPENDIX 2b: 2016 PARISH HOUSING QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 
(CONTINUED) 
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APPENDIX 3a: 2018 TOPIC-FOCUSSED QUESTIONNAIRE  
(CONDENSED INTO 2 PAGES FOR BREVITY) 
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APPENDIX 3a: 2018 TOPIC-FOCUSSED QUESTIONNAIRE (CONTINUED) 
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APPENDIX 3b: SUMMARY OF 2018 TOPIC-FOCUSED QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 

Q1 – Importance of managing new housing development 

Statistical Data 

Importance of Important Not important No answer 

a) Managing amount 98% 0.7% 1.4% 

b) Managing location 96.6% 0.7% 2.7% 

c) Maintaining separateness 97.2% 0.7% 2.1% 

Comments 

There  were numerous comments that the village should be left as it is, with no new development 
permitted, and that the separateness of the village from Newton Aycliffe and Shildon must be 
maintained. Many responders commented that they had moved to Middridge to live in a village, and 
to get away from ‘soulless’ housing estates. 
 
Q2 - Number of Houses 
 
Statistical Data 
 
NB - many responders indicated none in the comment field. This was not an option in the tick box 
choices in the survey questionnaire. Therefore, in order to accurately record their views, a ‘0’ houses 
was added to the statistical results below. 
 

Number of Houses Support 

0 29.5% 

1 18.5% 

2 2.1% 

3 7.5% 

4 1.4% 

5 11.6% 

6 4.1% 

7 2.1% 

8 4.8% 

9 0% 

10 10.3% 

11 0% 

12 5.5% 

 

NB – 6.8% of respondents did not answer this question 
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APPENDIX 3b: SUMMARY OF 2018 TOPIC-FOCUSED QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 
(CONTINUED) 

Comments 

Many responders said that with so many houses having been on the market for sale for so long, why 
do we need more houses? A few responders commented that with 240+ new houses to be built at 
Eldon Whins, Middridge was already contributing more than its fair share towards the national 
housing shortage. Many responders also questioned where any new houses in the village could be 
built. In the opposite vein, a few responders favoured more new houses; 20 and even 100 were 
mentioned. 

Discussion 

It should be noted that from their comments many responders (although not necessarily all) who 
chose the 1 houses option really favoured no houses. On this basis, residents are probably divided 
between those opposed to any new houses, and those who favour some new houses. Of those who 
definitely favour some new houses, the weighted mean was for 7 new houses. 

 

Q3 - Type of Housing 

Statistical Data 

Type of Housing Agree Disagree No answer 

(a) Affordable 44.6% 31.5% 24% 

(b) Smaller 37.4% 32.8% 28.8% 

(c) Family 42.5% 30.9% 26.7% 

(d) Retirement 36.3% 39% 24.7% 

(e) Bungalows 56.1% 25.3% 18.5% 

(f) For Sale 44.5% 28.1% 27.4% 

(g) For Rent 16.4% 53.4% 30.1% 

Discussion 

Many responders (although not all) who were opposed to any new housing in the parish, either 
disagreed with all types of housing, or did not answer any of the questions. Thus it is likely that the 
amount of true disagreement is overstated.  

 
Given this, probably the best that can be said is that there is support for:- 

 
a) Affordable houses 
b) Family houses 
c) Bungalows 
d) Houses for sale as opposed to for rent 
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APPENDIX 3b: SUMMARY OF 2018 TOPIC-FOCUSED QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 
(CONTINUED) 

 
With regard to the latter, some responders were opposed to both houses for sale or rent on the open 
market, and presumably thus favour social housing for rent. 
 

Q4 – Custom/Self-Build Housing 

Statistical Data 

Question Agree Disagree No answer 

Support for custom/self-build housing 56.2% 37% 6.8% 

Discussion 

Many responders (although not all) who disagreed with custom building apparently did so because 
they were opposed to any new housing in the parish. Thus it is likely that the amount of true 
disagreement is overstated. Given this, there is significant support for custom-built houses, if new 
development is permitted, and provided they blend-in to the existing village. 

 

Q5 – Use of a Settlement Boundary 

Statistical Data 

Question Tight Loose None No Answer 

Nature of settlement boundary 78.1% 8.2% 10.3% 3.4% 

Comments 

Several responders who favoured a tight settlement boundary were opposed to any flexibility for 
limited housing at the edge of the village. One responder commented that setting a settlement 
boundary would simply give developers a ‘green light’ to build up to that boundary. 

Discussion 

There is strong support for a tight settlement boundary. 

Q6 – Future of existing housing clusters outside the village 

Statistical Data 

Cluster No housing Limited housing Other No Answer 

Walker’s Lane 72.6% 21.2% 0.7% 5.5% 

Middridge Road 71.9% 15.1% 0 13% 
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APPENDIX 3b: SUMMARY OF 2018 TOPIC-FOCUSED QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 
(CONTINUED) 

Comments 

Some limited development along Walker’s Lane, or opposite 1–10 Middridge Farms, was mentioned. 
However, in opposition it was commented that Walkers Lane was too narrow to support the traffic 
from such development. Some limited development, either opposite 11–16 Middridge Farms, or along 
the main road to the village, was mentioned.  

 
As another approach, the following were mentioned: 

 
a) ‘2 block housing adjacent to 13/16’ – it is unclear where this comment is referring to. 
b) Along the northern edge of the village (although many residents in this area were specifically 

opposed to this. 
c) There may be a case for a few houses to be built in existing house gardens. 
 
Discussion 
 
There is strong opposition to any further development at 1-10 Middridge Farms (Walker’s Lane) and 
11-16 Middridge Farms (Middridge Road). Should such development nevertheless occur, Walker’s 
Lane is favoured over Middridge Road. There is no clear indication as to where limited new houses 
could be built in the village (or elsewhere), except at the village edges, which is strongly opposed by 
many. 

Q7 – Design of new development 

Statistical Data 

Question Important Not important No answer 

Promoting good quality design 90.5 2.1 7.5 

Comments 

Many responders commented that new building should fit in with the current appearance of the 
village. 

Discussion 

There is strong support for good quality design. 

Q8 – Village Economy 

Statistical Data 

Question Agree Disagree No answer 

Facilitate small business/employment opportunities? 49.3% 40.4% 10.3% 
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APPENDIX 3b: SUMMARY OF 2018 TOPIC-FOCUSED QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 
(CONTINUED) 

Comments 

Some responders who favoured facilitating small businesses, qualified their support with comments 
about the impact on neighbours due to noise and/or extra vehicles parking. Parking was also quoted 
as a reason for some responders opposing this option. From their comments, some responders who 
opposed this option were obviously envisaging small industrial units, rather than home-based 
businesses, and made the point that these are readily available in Newton Aycliffe or Shildon. Some 
responders who did not answer this question commented that they did not understand what 
measures the neighbourhood plan could take to facilitate such businesses. 

Discussion 

There is some limited support for measures to facilitate small-scale/home-based businesses. 

Q9 – Protecting Local Green Spaces 

Statistical Data 

 Important Not important No answer 

Protecting local green spaces 96.5% 0% 3.4% 

Q10 – Which local green spaces to protect? 

Comments 

Among the candidates mentioned for protection were –  
 
a) The Village Green 
b) ‘The Dock’ 
c) The Play Area  
d) ‘The Paddock’ 
e) The Parish’s footpaths, particularly the former tramway. 

Discussion 

The protection of Local Green Spaces is considered extremely important. 

Q11 – Which local green spaces to improve? 

Comments 
 
Some responders mentioned that some public footpaths, particularly the former tramway, were 
overgrown and could do with widening. There were also comments about the waste dumped near the 
entrance to the tramway. 
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APPENDIX 3b: SUMMARY OF 2018 TOPIC-FOCUSED QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 
(CONTINUED) 

 
There were some comments about the need for maintenance of trees and grass on the village green 
and for better maintenance/improvement of open spaces such as the play area and The Paddock. One   
responder suggested that the pond which used to exist on ‘The Dock’ should be reinstated. Other 
areas mentioned for improvement included the area at the rear of the Village Hall, hedges and shrubs 
along the edge of the road at either end of the village and the ponds off Eldon Moor Lane. 

Q12 – Protection of Valued Assets 

Comments 
 
Among the candidates mentioned for protection were –  
 
(a) The Village Hall 
(b) The War Memorial 
(c) The Allotments 
(d) The Bay Horse 
(e) The stone walls on South Side 
(f) 36 or 37 South Side 
(g) The ‘Manor House’ (9 Eden Grove) 
(h) Middridge Quarry (although two responders suggested the quarry should be filled in, to prevent 

fires and accidents) 
(i) The stone wall and brickwork where the tramway bridge used to go over the Main Road.  
 
Many responders also commented that they particularly valued the views from the edges of the 
village, and thus opposed any development which would block these views. 

Q13 – Further Comments 

These could be grouped under 3 headings – ‘parking’, ‘speed and volume of traffic’ and ‘other’ –  

Parking 

Many responders commented on the problem of village parking, citing a shortage of parking spaces. 
One responder even suggested allowing parking on the village green. Another mentioned that garages 
could be built on ‘waste ground’, although it was unclear where they were referring to. Another 
commented that parking should not be allowed on the road by the triangle of land in front of the 
village hall as it dangerously narrows the road. 
 
Speed and volume of traffic 
 
Many responders mentioned the speed and volume of traffic through the village as a problem, which 
is likely to become worse in the future. The provision of ‘speed bumps’ and other forms of traffic 
controls were also mentioned, as was the possibility of a bypass. 

Other 

Eden Grove could do with a salt bin to treat the road which is often badly affected by ice and/or 
compacted snow. 
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APPENDIX 4: VISION AND OBJECTIVES NOTICE 
 

A Neighbourhood Plan (NP) has to have a Vision statement, and Objectives, which define 
WHAT the NP is trying to achieve. These then form the basis for the NP Policies, which 
explain HOW the NP will achieve these Objectives. Based on the Results of the recent NP 
Survey, and the Restrictions on what can be included in an NP, the proposed Vision and 
Objectives for the Middridge NP are as follows:-  

VISION  

To safeguard the existing rural character of the Parish of Middridge and its open 
Countryside, keeping its separation from neighbouring Towns and Villages, whilst 
also protecting and enhancing the open spaces and valued features which are part of 
its character and appeal.  

OBJECTIVES  

RURAL SETTING – To safeguard the rural setting of Middridge Village and protect the 
open Countryside separating it from neighbouring Settlements.  

VILLAGE ENVIRONMENT – to protect and enhance the local green spaces and valued 
features of Middridge for the contributions they make to its character and appeal.  

COMMENTS  

It is ESSENTIAL that an NP can DEMONSTRATE that it clearly expresses the VIEWS of 
Local Residents, who MUST be CONSULTED at every stage of the Development of the NP. 
Consequently, if you have any Comments or Suggestions regarding the above Proposals, 
please contact the Clerk to the Parish Council (Alan Jordan) as follows by:-  

1. (a)  Email to middridgepc@gmail.com  
2. (b)  Or phoning (01325) 315639  
3. (c)  Or leaving Written Comments at 51, South Side  
4. (d)  Or leaving Written Comments in the Postbox at the Village Hall. Please  

do NOT use the Royal Mail Postbox in the Village!  

The DEADLINE for Comments is Wednesday, 15th August. Issued by the Middridge 
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group.  
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APPENDIX 5: PUBLICITY LEAFLET FOR PRE-SUBMISSION NP 
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APPENDIX 5: PUBLICITY LEAFLET FOR PRE-SUBMISSION NP (CONTINUED) 
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APPENDIX 6: LIST OF STATUTORY CONSULTEES NOTIFIED AT REGULATION 14 
STAGE 
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APPENDIX 7: SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS TO REG. 14 CONSULTATION & 
QUALIFYING BODY’S (QB’S) RESPONSE TO THEM 

 
Overview and introduction to summary table overleaf 

At the close of the consultation, a total of 8 submissions had been received. 6 were from statutory 
organisations or bodies and 2 were from local residents. Details of the submissions and the responses 
to them are set out in the table overleaf. 

 
The following notes provide additional explanation to assist in reading the table.  

• Note 1: Submissions are in alphabetical order by name of submitter (by surname if an individual) 
 

• Note 2: Submissions which refer to different aspects of the NP are itemised in the ‘Submission 
Summary’ column of the table, with the Qualifying Body’s (QB) response correspondingly itemised 
in the last column 

 
• Note 3: Submissions which have resulted in a consequential change to the NP appear as yellow 

highlighted text in the last column  
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APPENDIX 9: SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS TO REG. 14 CONSULTATION & 
QUALIFYING BODY’S (QB’S) RESPONSE TO THEM (CONTINUED) 
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APPENDIX 9: SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS TO REG. 14 CONSULTATION & 
QUALIFYING BODY’S (QB’S) RESPONSE TO THEM (CONTINUED) 

 

 


